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tation and husbandry depend largely on artificial irri-
gation, which has been practised in this region from
the remotest times.

6. Flora and Fauna.

In Armenia there is a marked absence of forest
trees, and so deficient is the supply of wood that in
many places cattle-droppings form the staple of fuel.
The well-watered valleys abound in fruits and cereals;
but the bleak plateaux are generally bare, or covered
with a scanty vegetation of grass. Far more varied is
the flora of Kurdistan, where the hills are often clothed
with forests of oak, ash, walnut, and pine trees. Here
also the lower grounds yield rich crops of make, wheat,
pulse, hemp, besides tobacco, cotton, mulberries, grapes,
melons, and other southern fruits. In Mesopotamia
the vegetation becomes more decidedly tropical, and the
Shat-el-Ajrab district produces some of the finest dates
in the world.

Wild animals have almost disappeared from this
region. But the towns are infested by packs of pariah
dogs, which, while doing the work of the scavenger, are
occasionally dangerous to the people. M'Coan tells us
that on one occasion he nearly fell a victim to the half-
jackal breed of Erzerum.

Their countless flocks of sheep form the chief wealth
both of the Kurdish and Arab nomads, and the latter
also possess many camels, and perhaps the purest breed
of Arab horses in Asia.

7. Inhabitants: The Armenians, Kurds, Nestorians,
and Bedouins.

,   Although the1 seat of some of the earliest human
cultures, the Mesopotamian basin is still largely occu-